City of Stirling Local Emergency
Management Committee Minutes

Meeting: 15 November 2019

Location:

Challenger Room, City of Stirling Civic Complex

Date:

Friday 15 November 2019

Time:

0800

1. MEETING OPEN / CLOSED
Chairperson Cr. Elizabeth Re opened meeting at 0807 and closed it at 0927.
2. ATTENDANCES AND APOLOGIES
PRESENT
Bennett, Ms. Joanne

Senior District Emergency Services Officer Metropolitan North,
Department of Communities

Buckles, Ms. Dianne

Australian Red Cross

Gamble, Ms. Jenny

Stirling SES Unit

Irwin, Cr. Mark

Mayor City of Stirling (Deputy Chair)

Macey, S/Sgt Graeme

OIC Police Mirrabooka

McGrade, Mr. Timothy

District Officer DFES Stirling.

Phipps, Mr. Bob

Coordinator EM City of Stirling (Executive Officer)

Re, Cr. Elizabeth

Councillor City of Stirling (Chair)

Sears, Mr. Graham

District Officer (SES) DFES Stirling

Speirs, Ms. Caroline

Department of Communities

Vo, Mr. Chuong

Osborne Park Hospital

APOLOGIES
Brereton, Mr. Chris

Manager Community Services City of Stirling

LaRosa, Ms. Quinta

District Emergency Management Advisor (DFES)

Spragg, Mr. Ron

Service Lead Engineering Operations

Waghorn, S/Sgt John

OIC Police Bayswater

Wanstall, S/Sgt Craig

OIC Police Scarborough

Welsby, Mr. Darryl

Edith Cowan University

VISITORS
Edwards, Ms. Allana

Manager, The Square Mirrabooka

Lang, Mr. Myles

District Officer DFES Stirling
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES held 16 August 2019
Members of the Committee confirmed minutes were true and correct.
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Item

LEMC
Meeting

1

16 Aug 2019

Subject
Aged Care Evacuation plans to be
sent to members of LEMC by LEMC
XO
ACTION Sent to all members on 26
September 2019. Completed.

2

16 Aug 2019

Concern of dangerous flammable
cladding to high rise and other
premises within the City of Stirling

Responsible
Person
Bob Phipps

CLOSED
Bob Phipps

ACTION letter forwarded to DEMC
XO by LEMC XO for enquiries.
3

16 Aug 2019

Chris Brereton was queried about a
new Regis aged care facility in the
City and whether it was covered by
the provisions of the Aged Care
Emergency Evacuation document.
This query was followed by general
discussion on the subject of aged
care evacuation.
ACTION: by Chris Brereton to
ascertain if Regis will become
involved in the evacuation plan in the
City.

4

16 Aug 2019

LEMC members and key contacts:

Chris Brereton

Bring up at next
meeting in
February 2020

Bob Phipps

LEMC Membership and Key Contacts
will be forwarded to members with
these minutes.
ACTION: LEMC XO to complete.
Completed.

CLOSE

4. OTHER MATTERS
4.1. LEMC members and key contacts:
•
LEMC Membership and Key Contacts: will be forwarded to members with the
minutes of this meeting.
4.2. Review of reports:
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•

Post Incident report(s): Nil

•

Post Exercise report(s): Exercise Pandemic 2019 completed. Copy of report
provided to members of LEMC.

•

Future LEMC Exercise: see item 5.5 below

•

ISG activations: Nil

4.3. Emergency risk management process:
•
Progress of treatment strategies arising from emergency risk management
process: ongoing.
•

Risks that cannot be handled by the City will then be taken to the relevant HMA
for their attention.

4.4. Progress of development or review of local emergency management
arrangements:
•

Next major update August 2021, last minor update January 2018. Documents
subject to continual minor changes.

4.5. Planned Exercises:
•

LEMC Executive Officer requested the LEMC approve an EM exercise dealing
with matters in the City of Stirling Local Emergency Management Plan and/or the
City of Stirling recovery plan. Further requested the LEMC seek a committee of
four LEMC members to volunteer in development / management of an
appropriate exercise to take place between March and May 2020.
The LEMC agreed the four members of the development / management team be
taken from DFES (Quinta LaRosa, Red Cross (Diane Buckles), City of Stirling
(Bob Phipps) and WA Police (to be advised).

5. MEMBER’S REPORTS
5.1. Cr. Mark Irwin (Mayor City of Stirling).
•

Update of what’s expected to happen in City of Stirling over next three months.

•

Population issues: Mayor Irwin advised that the local population in City has 40 %
born overseas with 67 % of all parents born overseas.

•

City Surf Clubs: Mayor suggested that there should be a Surf Club member
representation on the LEMC. Further follow-up to be made with Mayor by XO of
the LEMC.

5.2. Graham Sears (Natural Hazards DFES)
•

Terrorism: Asking managers of organised events to provide Terrorism safeguards
for the event is not realistic. City security teams are doing well. Looking at getting
local security officers engaged to attend events in the city rather than have event
managers hire external security firms.
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•

New premises for Stirling SES Unit: Work on new premises at Stretton Street
Balcatta is progressing slowly. Next meeting between City of Stirling and DFES
will take place 27 November 2019.

•

Metropolitan Volunteers Forum: held last weekend 9-10 November 2019. We
have an outline synopsis of the weather for the coming year. The outline was that
the weather is going to be very dry and hot. It is the first time in the past 20 years
that the northern and southern fire seasons have occurred at the same time. We
are expecting a very busy summer. The risk of floods later in the season is low as
the ground is expected to be very dry.

•

SES is as busy in the summer season as they are in the winter (land search and
assisting at fires.) There were three incidents at which the SES Unit issued
restricted access permits to residents. Land searches are being looked at by the
WA Police to find out why the numbers of searches are increasing, particularly for
those suffering from Alzheimer’s or similar. Allana Edwards advised that the
Mirrabooka shopping centre had undergone anti-terrorist training and exercise for
terrorism and active shooter incidents.

5.3. Jenny Gamble (SES Unit)
•

New property in Stretton Street Balcatta will be presented by Graham Sears.

•

Predicted higher number of missing people coming in the next period which will
increase the workload of the local SES Unit.
Stirling SES Unit held a community engagement/fundraising event at Mirrabooka
Shopping Centre.

5.4. Dianne Buckles (Red Cross)
•

See attached report at 8.1 on page 8.

5.5. Tim McGrade (Fire DFES)
•

139 Fire incidents (the majority being false alarms) from 1 November 2018
however only two of note.
o
o

26/10/2019 a fire in a food warehouse where the Department of Agriculture
were required to be involved after the owner of the business wanted to repack the remaining food in order to sell it.
13/11/2019 a fire at a residence in Tuart Hill at which a body was found in
the remains of the house. This incident is being investigated by WA Police
Arson Squad.

•

DFES are doing work at Herdsman removing bio-mass from the lake as well as
removing paperbark trees on the periphery of the lake to reduce the danger of
fires in the area.

•

Allana Edwards from Mirrabooka shopping centre sought information on the
safety of wood chips as ground cover near buildings. They are a fire hazard and
local and State government are now putting pebbles and rocks in places where
the practice is deemed dangerous.
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5.6. Joanne Bennett and Caroline Spiers (Communities):
•

See report at Attachment 8.2 at page 10.

•

Caroline Spears: Has joined Joanne Bennett’s Emergency Management team.

5.7. Chuong Vo, (Osborne Park Hospital)
•

Hospital has suffered a water and high voltage shutdown at the end of
September 2019. A lot of the policies and procedures documentation is now with
our partner hospital (Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital)

•

There will also be upgrading work that will close the hospital kitchen to effect
major repairs and upgrading.

5.8. Allana Edwards (Mirrabooka Shopping Centre)
•

Mirrabooka Shopping Centre is working closely with WA Police dealing with
behavioural problems, drug offenders and homeless people around the shopping
centre. Community groups are noticing problems at Mirrabooka.
WA Police are dealing with these issues as they can but generally the problems
are dealt with by ‘move on notices.’

•

The Mirrabooka shopping centre had undergone anti-terrorist training and
exercise for terrorism and active shooter incidents.

•

Running early next year in conjunction with police and adjacent businesses at the
Cockburn Gateway live scenario training for fires, terror threats and active
shooters using data from similar events on the eastern coast. We will then look at
rolling the training out at the other two centres at Belmont and Mirrabooka in WA.

5.9. Mark Robinson (City of Stirling Community Safety Coordinator)
•

Will raise the issue of problems with busses dropping disorderly offenders in the
City with the City Crime Prevention Advisory Group (raised in general discussions
in 6.8 above.)

•

Bush fire season is approaching and city has sent out 2500 letters to appropriate
residents encouraging them to reduce fire hazards and put in firebreaks where
appropriate form 1 December 2019 to 31 March 2020.

5.10. Graeme Macey S/Sgt WA Police
•

WA Police will likely be very busy over the summer period if DFES’ predictions
are correct about to missing people with mental health problems. During these
searches sometime 3 - 4 police vehicles are required to be involved in the
searches.
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5.11. Elizabeth Re (Councillor City of Stirling)
•

Reminder we have the Osborne Park Show this weekend. WA Police will have a
display at the show. City of Stirling Security will also have a display at the show.
Fireworks conditions have changed.

•

Total fire-ban conditions have changed. Copy of the fire-ban conditions can be
found at this address:

https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/totalfirebans/Pages/recenttfbchanges.aspx
•

Councillor Re raised the question as to how many horses there are in the City of
Stirling but no action was decided by the LEMC

5.12. Quinta LaRosa (DFES EM Advisor)
•

See report at Attachment 8.3 at page 14.

6. GENERAL BUSINESS
6.1.

From Joanne Bennet (Department of Communities)

•

Single dwelling fires should be considered business as usual for DFES, they do
not fall under the emergency management arrangements. There are however a
number of avenues of accommodation available to residents in these
circumstances. The Department of Communities should not be considered the
default provision of accommodation. Residents should use their own resources
like family and friends and paying for their accommodation (hotels) especially if
they are a home owner or are insured
If residents have no other source of accommodation and they are Federal
Department of Housing tenants they should contact Department of Housing for
assistance. For others they will be put through to Department of Communities
Crisis Care.

7. NEXT MEETING
Date & Time:

Friday, 21 February 2020 at 0800 hrs

Venue:

Challenger Room, City of Stirling Administration Centre
25 Cedric Street, Stirling

Future dates:
21 February 2020
15 May 2020
21 August 2020
20 November 2020
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8. ATTACHMENTS
8.1. Australian Red Cross
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8.2. Department of Communities

City of Stirling Local Emergency Management Committee Report
Agency: Department of Communities
Date: 16th August 2019 – 15th November 2019
Incident Support Group Activation (ISG): NIL
Date

Type of Incident

Location of
Incident

Resources &
Agencies Involved

Comments/Outcomes

LEMC/Agency Update
1. The DC Local Emergency Welfare Plan for the City of Stirling is a fluid document and changes in accordance with the contact list sent out have
been updated. – if there are any changes please advise the SDESO (Jo-Anne).
2. Evacuation Centres-SDESO and Wanneroo will explore the potential of having the Kingsway Complex added as a nominated Evacuation Centre–
ACTION Resmie/Jo-Anne
3. SDESO continuing to identify and work with private & government sporting and recreational facilities to add as potential State Evacuation Centres
– with the potential increased threat of activations I will be following up the current contacts etc with the facilities and checking that we have floor
plans.
4. The State Support Plan – Emergency Welfare – currently put on hold until our unit completes its review – it then goes to our Corporate Executive
for sign off and then through to SEMC for external consultations.
5. SDESO conducts regular Evacuation Centre training throughout the year – I am holding training at Lords Recreation Centre (Subiaco) on 10th
December – if anyone is interested.
6. Reminder it is not just one agencies responsibility to consider vulnerable and special needs communities but everyone’s, we all need to work
together, look at your own practices, gaps, documentation, existing mechanisms for support, ensuring emergency planning and preparedness for
people at greatest risk are included.The DC Local Emergency Welfare Plan for the City of Stirling is a fluid document and members are reminded
to let SDESO know of any changes so that it can be updated as required.
7. Stirling nominated Evacuation Centres-SDESO and Stirling will look at updating and progress towards completing the Sub Plan – Welfare Centre
Checklist (includes Community Centres and Recreation Facilities) as per the list in the Local Welfare Plan - ACTION Jo-Anne & City of Stirling
(Bob Phipps & Community & Recreational Services)
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Exercise or Event Schedule until end of financial year
LEMC/Agency
City of Joondalup/
Multiple Agencies
Presenting
City of Bayswater
LEMC Members

Dates
29 August 2019

City of
Perth/Department of
Communities
Perth Airport – Multiple
Agencies

19 September 2019

Department of
Communities

29-30th October
2019

Department of
Communities (DC)

Various

DFES – Health
Department

28th November
2019

th

3rd September 2019

15th October 2019

Exercise/Event
Aged Care Forum - Presenter

Learning Outcomes
A Forum with Aged Care Providers to generate an
interest in the aged care sector working together
during an emergency/incident
Discussion Exercise
Focusing on agencies and CoB responses and
arrangements for a significant emergency
impacting City of Bayswater residents
Emergency Welfare/Evacuation Centre
Exercise for City of Perth – City Hero’s to open
Exercise
and run an evacuation centre (Perth Town Hall)
prior to DC and then handover
Exercise Paramount – Airlines & Ground
Introduce
Handlers emergency response and
• Airport Control Centre
management arrangements
• Coordination Centre
• Gates
• Passenger and Relative Reception Centre
(Dept of Communities) & Support Facilities
Facilitated ES Conference – end of year
Review, Training, Exercising, Significant Issues,
conference for ESU staff, Country DESO’s
Resources, Documentation, Team Building. The
and Metro Senior DESO’s
focus will be on the: “The Big One”.
• Earthquakes & Cyclones/Violent Extremism/DVI
& DISCC
• Isolated and Vulnerable Communities
• Large Event Preparation
Evacuation Centre/Emergency Welfare
Running participants through the stages of
Centre Management – multi agency & multi managing a Welfare Centre (Before the
LG’s and LEMC’s
emergency, activation, managing the Centre,
• 14th August 2019 – Gloucester Park closure of the Centre, recovery). Also information
on what services and agencies assist.
• 5th December 2019 - Lords
State Metropolitan DEMC Heatwave
Exercise the 34 metro LG’s (Agencies also invited
Exercise
to participate) – DC Rep on Exercise Committee
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Multi Agency
Department of
Communities (DC)

Various

Evacuation Centre/Emergency Welfare
Centre Management – multi agency & multi
LG’s and LEMC’s

Department of
Communities (DC)

Various

Department of
Communities (DC)

Various

Department of
Communities (DC)

Various

District Local Welfare Coordinator and
Administration Staff EM Training and the
new DC Divisions eg Housing, Disabilities
Training and Practical Setup of an
Evacuation Centre for key LG and or
Facility Operator Staff
Review LG’s Nominated Evacuation
Centres

Department of
Communities

Ongoing

Training & Exercises to test the activation of
Department of Communities District Office’s

Ryan Hamblion
Running participants through the stages of
managing a Welfare Centre (Before the
emergency, activation, managing the Centre,
closure of the Centre, recovery). Also information
on what services and agencies assist.
Providing an overview of EM, Activation of the
Local Office and specific tasks eg Coordinator,
Activations, RFR, Finance, Kits etc
Provide and run through with key LG & Facility
Staff to open, set up and operate an Evacuation
Centre prior to Communities arrival
Explore the current nominated Evacuation
Centres with LG to determine if they are relevant;
complete checklist
Test the capabilities of staff within the district to
respond to a request to open a Welfare Centre;
this includes activating the District office, Local
Welfare Coordinator briefing and directing staff to
tasks to prepare their departure and physically
gathering resources including hooking up the
trailer (if applicable) or gathering District Kits with
all resources needed to manage the Centre on
their arrival.

LEMC Nominated & Deputy Member Updates
Communities Emergency Services Unit Duty Officer (24/7): 0418 943 835
Jo-Anne Bennett
Caroline Speirs (LWC)
Senior District Emergency Services Officer – Metro North
Specialist Community Child Protection Worker
Department of Communities – Emergency Services Unit
Department of Communities - Child Protection and Family Support
190 Stirling Street, Perth 6000 or 6-8 Bennett Street, East Perth 6004
Mirrabooka District Office
Phone: 0429683948
5 Milldale Way, Mirrabooka 6061 or PO Box 183 WA 6941
Email: joanne.bennett@communities.wa.gov.au
Phone: 9344 9633 Mobile: 0400106973
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Email: caroline.speirs@communities.wa.gov.au
Joshua Turner (Deputy LWC)
Business Manager
Department of Communities - Child Protection and Family Support
Mirrabooka District Office
5 Milldale Way, Mirrabooka 6061 or PO Box 183 WA 6941
Phone: 9344 9633 Mobile: 0400 106 973
Email: joshua.turner@communities.wa.gov.au

Elizabeth O’Sullivan (Deputy LWC)
Administrative Officer
Department of Communities - Child Protection and Family Support
Mirrabooka District Office
5 Milldale Way, Mirrabooka 6061 or PO Box 183 WA 6941
Phone: 9344 9633 Mobile: 0416 667 880
Email: elizabeth.osullivan@communities.wa.gov.au
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8.3. DFES

CITY OF STIRLING
LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
DISTRICT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADVISOR REPORT
15 NOVEMBER 2019
STATE NEWS
STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (SEMC) 2018/2019 ANNUAL
REPORT
Executive Summary
2017 – 2020 Strategy Scorecard
Over the past two years there have been a number of changes, including the issuing of the
Ministerial Statement of Intent and the Machinery of Government changes to integrate the
OEM into DFES. The table below illustrates the outcomes achieved against the SEMC and
OEM Strategic Plan for 2014-2020.
Strategic Priority
Risk
Develop an emergency
management risk profile of
the State and promote
targeted
investment
in
mitigation activities that
reduce the State’s risk
profile

Key Strategies 2017-2020

Outcomes achieved as at
30 June 2019

Facilitate the assessment of
a comprehensive emergency
risk profile for the State:
• Facilitate the assessment of
the State’s key risks at a
State and district level
• Provide advice and training
on the application of the
National Emergency Risk
Assessment Guidelines at
the local level
Report on the State’s risk
profile:
• Report on the key State,
district and local risks

• Assessment of 26 of the
27 hazards undertaken at
State level
• Assessment of priority
hazards undertaken across
all emergency
management districts
• 120 local governments
introduced to the National
Emergency Risk
Assessment Guidelines
risk assessment process
• State Level Risk Report
developed and awaiting
approval
• All District Level Risk
Reports completed and
published
• Local Risk Assessment
Reports – 17 completed;
circa 80 in planning and
underway
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Capability
Develop an emergency
management capability
profile of the State and
promote targeted investment
in the State’s emergency
management capabilities

Recovery
Enhance the level of
emergency recovery
capability at the state and
local level Ensure the
provision of coordinated
recovery support to
emergency affected
communities

Assurance

• Develop an emergency
management capability
picture for the State:
• Facilitate and report on
the assessment of the
State’s existing capability
• Identify
priority
capability gaps
Report on the State’s
emergency preparedness:
• Provide an annual report
on the emergency
preparedness of the State
• Inform resourcing
decisions across the
emergency management
sector

• State Capability
Framework developed
and operational
• Substantial data capture
against the framework for
2017, 2018, 2019; circa
250,000 points of data
captured against
framework
• Capability gaps being
reported through the
Preparedness Reports
• Preparedness Report
published annually
• Preparedness Report and
State Risk Project data
used to inform 2018/19
National Disaster
Resilience Program
(NDRP) grants round and
agency prioritisations

Provide emergency recovery • Review the
coordination and support:
Comprehensive Impact
• Lead the maintenance and
Assessment with all
review of State recovery
Hazard Management
arrangements and plans
Agencies and local
governments. The review
• Review the recovery
arrangements framework
has resulted in a refined,
established for local
scalable document
government
• Established a State
Recovery Network in
• Ensure the provision of
coordinated recovery
partnership with the
support to emergency
Western Australian Local
affected communities
Government Association
(WALGA) to assist in
building local
government and recovery
sector skills, capacity and
capabilities and share
lessons learned and best
practice
• Reviewed the Local
Recovery guidelines in
collaboration with
WALGA and local
governments
• Completed the Recovery
Training Review
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Develop and maintain an
emergency management
assurance framework

Governance

Investment

• Confirm the
establishment of an
emergency management
assurance framework for
the State
• Develop a lessons
management framework
• Track recommendations
from incident inquiries
• Ensure robust emergency
management arrangements
are in place
• Ensure there is clarity on
roles and responsibilities
for emergency
management
• Foster relationships and
networks to facilitate
coordination of emergency
management
• Provide guidance on
emergency management
arrangements

Administer and manage the
provision of funds to eligible
groups and individuals to:
•Undertake programs to
prepare for, prevent and
respond to emergencies;
and
• Recover from emergencies
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• Assurance options
developed for
consideration
• Lessons Management
Framework approved
• Lessons Management
Reference Group
established to track
lessons from incident
inquiries
• Rationalisation of 26
Westplans into 13 State
Hazard Plans. Five
Westplans remain
• Continued amendments
and revisions made to
State emergency
management
arrangements
• Facilitated meetings
across three
subcommittees and four
reference groups

The
Commonwealth
supported Natural Disaster
Resilience Program awarded
over
$3
million
via
competitive grant processes
to
enhance
disaster
resilience in the State
• The State funded All West
Australians Reducing
Emergencies (AWARE)
program awarded nearly
$380,000 to support local
and district emergency
management initiatives via
a competitive grants
program
• Guided WA through
implementation of the
Disaster Recovery
Funding Arrangements
(known as DRFA-WA)
which came in on 1
November 2018 replacing
the Western Australia

Natural Disaster Relief
and Recovery
Arrangements
(WANDRRA)
To review the full report go to:
https://semc.wa.gov.au/about-us/annual-reports/Documents/SEMC-AnnualReport2018-19.pdf
OUTCOMES OF SEMC MEETING – 4 OCTOBER 2019
The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) met on 4 October 2019. The key
discussion items and resolutions from the meeting are summarised below:

•
•

•
•

SEMC discussed the publishing of harvest and vehicle movement bans and
undertook to research opportunities to streamline the availability of this information.
SEMC approved referencing the Australian Institute of Disaster Resilience
Handbook –Lessons Management (2nd edition) in the suite of State Emergency
Management Documents as a guideline for use by all agencies. These
amendments will be presented to stakeholders and subcommittees for feedback
prior to submission to SEMC for approval.
A competitive NDRP grant round of approximately $1.34million was approved. This
will be released quarter one of 2020.
SEMC approved the amendments to the suite of State EM documents. This
included:
o Inclusion of new roles and responsibilities for the State Recovery Controller;
o Inclusion of additional State Emergency Coordination Group functions to
clarify the State-level recovery role;
o Submission of new Impact Statement to replace the former Comprehensive
Impact Assessment (CIA);
o Submission of an Impact Statement Guide as an attachment to State EM
Recovery Procedure 4. This guide will support the preparation of an Impact
Statement;
o Revision of requirement for the controlling agency to ‘undertake an initial
impact assessment’ to the requirement to ‘provide of known or emerging
impacts to be reported to the Local Recovery Coordinator and State
Recovery Coordinator’
o Revision of requirement for Impact Statements to be completed prior to the
transfer of responsibility for management of recovery to the affected local
government;
o Clarification of Impact Statements to be required for all level 3 incidents and
level 2 incidents where there are impacts requiring recovery;
o Revision of State EM Preparedness Procedure 20–SEMC Subcommittees
and Reference Groups;
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o Clarifications regarding post-operational, State Emergency Coordination
Group and recovery reporting arrangements;
o Statement of fact changes to provide clarification and update agency names,
titles and locations; and
o Corrections to typographical, formatting, and grammatical errors, contact
details and outdated hyperlinks throughout the suite.

•A new Subcommittee, the Public Safety Communications (PSC) Subcommittee was
established. The Government Chief Information Officer will Chair the Subcommittee which
will support the development and operation of effective and efficient Public Safety
Communications (PSC) in Western Australia.
EMERGENCY SERVICES ACTS TO BE CONSOLIDATED INTO A SINGLE PIECE OF
LEGISLATION
The Fire Brigades Act 1942, Bush Fires Act 1954 and Fire and Emergency Services Act
1998 will be replaced by one Act, which will allow WA’s emergency services organisations
to work together more effectively and efficiently.
The contribution of Local Governments, through WALGA and individually, in addition to
feedback from volunteers, State agencies and industry representatives was vital in helping
to shape the new legislation.
The next step to progress the legislation will be the drafting of the Exposure Draft Bill.
Once completed, the Draft Bill will be released for public comment and WALGA will ensure
a comprehensive consultation with Local Governments.
For more information, please contact Lauren Townsend, Project Manager, on 9395 9872
or via email lauren.townsend@dfes.wa.qov.au
HAZARDOUS AND EMERGENCY EVENT SERVICES
WALGA has established a Preferred Supplier Arrangement (PSA) to assist its Members to
directly access Hazardous & Emergency Event Waste Clean-up Services from a
prequalified panel of service providers.
In recovery, the management of hazardous wastes generated in an emergency has the
potential to cause significant problems and delays. The cost of removing these wastes and
remediating properties within tight timeframes ran into many millions of dollars.
The appointment of suppliers to the PSA has allowed for an efficient means to access
solutions through prequalified suppliers, including an Aboriginal enterprise, across a broad
scope which is outlined and can be viewed here in more detail, along with the pre-qualified
supplier list and category appointment.
For more information, please contact WALGA Procurement and Category Manager,
Community, Dale Chapman via email or telephone 08 9213 2095.
AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS
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The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) approved amendments to the
suite of State Emergency Management (EM) documents and approved the new State
Hazard Plan – Human Biosecurity, effective from 24 May 2019.
State Hazard Plan – Human Biosecurity has been created as part of the SEMC Policy
and Governance Review Project, Phase 7: Westplan Rationalisation. These arrangements
have undergone a full content review and replace Westplan Human Epidemic.
Please remove or archive old copies of Westplan Human Epidemic you may have and
update any references to the plan.
It is strongly advised that all agencies review the updated documents. Full details of the
amendments are available on the SEMC Policy Amendments webpage.
Please note:
Significant amendments were made to the State EM Policy, State EM Plan and State EM
Procedures in regard to the new State EM exercise framework. Minor statement of fact
amendments were made to some State EM guidelines to reflect changes to the State EM
Policy.
The State EM exercise framework includes:




the formation of the State Exercise Coordination Team (SECT) to
support the State EM exercise framework;
a capability-based exercise program requiring agencies to develop
and report on 3-year exercise schedules; and
a State EM Exercise, to occur every 3 years.

A 6-month transitional period will commence on 1 July 2019, allowing agencies time to
adopt the new framework.
Upon request and subject to resourcing, the SECT will work with agencies and
organisations in the preparation, coordination, delivery, and evaluation of exercise
activities.
The 3-year exercise cycle will commence 1 January 2020 and the first State EM Exercise
will occur in 2022.
The SECT now has an official email address: SECT@dfes.wa.gov.au.
This address is to be used for all agency correspondence relating to exercising. The
address will be where agencies and DEMC’s send Exercise Reports to and where updates
and correspondence will be distributed from.
DISASTER AND EMERGENCY
EDUCATION DIRECTIONS

MANAGEMENT

INDUSTRY

CONSULTATION

A consultative workshop on the future development of emergency management course
content, design and delivery in Disaster and Emergency Management at Curtin University
was held in July.
Information from 120 workshop participants was analysed and a short report produced.
Professional Development topics have been collected from workshop participants and
those representatives unable to attend the workshop. Further development of professional
development topics will be undertaken throughout 2020 as well as further exploration of
Graduate Certificate and other degrees.
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DISTRICT NEWS
AMENDMENTS TO THE SUITE OF STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
DOCUMENTS
The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) approved amendments to the
suite of State Emergency Management (EM) documents effective 31 October 2019, and
are available on the SEMC website.
• Significant amendments were made to the State EM Policy, State EM Plan and
State EM Procedures to reflect the new State Recovery Arrangements, these
include:
o Development of the Impact Statement and Guidelines (replaces the
Comprehensive Impact Statement);
o Inclusion of new roles and responsibilities for the State Recovery Controller;
o State Recovery Coordinator Appointment;

o Inclusion of State EM Preparedness Procedure 5 – State Recovery
Controller Appointment;
o State Recovery Controller/Coordinator aides memoire; and

o Clarification regarding post-operational, State Emergency Coordination
Group and recovery reporting arrangements.
If you require further information on the new State Recovery Arrangements please contact
either Suellen Flint or Suzanne Blyth from the DFES Recovery team:
•
•

Suellen Flint
Deputy State Recovery Coordinator
9395 9418 suellen.flint@dfes.wa.gov.au
Suzanne Blyth
Recovery Manager Emergency Management
9395 9880 suzanne.blyth@dfes.wa.gov.au

Full details of the amendments are available on the SEMC Policy Amendments webpage,
it is strongly advised that all agencies review the updated documents.
EXERCISE FERVIDUS (HEATWAVE)
The 4 Metropolitan District Emergency Management Committees were successful in
receiving AWARE funding to exercise Heatwave across the 34 metropolitan local
governments. The exercise will be a full day and held on Thursday 28 November 2019. A
save the date calendar invite has been sent to the 4 metropolitan DEMC members.
Further details will be sent over the coming weeks with additional details.
SEMC ITEM PAPER
The 4 Metropolitan District Emergency Management Committees jointly submitted an Item
Paper to the SEMC 2 August meeting. They have requested a review on existing Funding
in Emergencies – criteria for meeting costs associated with emergencies (State EM Policy
5.12.2) and to provide clarification for the facilitation by local government in traffic
management. SEMC endorsed funding arrangements around traffic management to be
reviewed.
At the SEMC meeting held on Friday 2 August 2019 the committee endorsed a review of
State EM Policy section 5.12, including the existing Funding in Emergencies – Criteria, for
meeting costs associated with emergencies. The review is expected to commence late
October 2019 with an anticipated completion date of June 2020.
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LOCAL NEWS
IMPLICATIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
In March 2019, the State Government announced a Chief Health Officer Inquiry to
investigate the implications of climate change, including more frequent and intense
weather events, on health.
The aim of the Inquiry is to review the current planning and response capacity of the health
system in relation to the health impacts of climate change, and make recommendations for
improvement with respect to climate change mitigation and public health adaptation
strategies.
The dates for a series of public forums across the regional centres and Perth have been
released via this link https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Improving-WA-Health/Climate-healthinquiry.
Climate change has long been on the radar with SEMC and as you well know, heatwave is
one of the highest risks in some of our districts.
The SEMC met with the Inquirer where he commended the lead SEMC has taken on
climate change and commended the research undertaken to date. As climate change is a
critical issue impacting our sector, SEMC will provide a submission to the Climate Health
WA Inquiry and commends the work being undertaken.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ENGAGEMENT SURVEY
WALGA's Emergency Management Team is currently undertaking a sector-wide
engagement project, which aims to capture information on Local Governments’ current
awareness and activities in emergency management, and inform future WALGA advocacy.
The project's initial engagement workshop for Local Governments was held in early
August. The key themes identified from the workshop were funding, policy and
governance, workforce planning and capacity building.
The survey has been written to reflect those themes, and to provide a thorough picture of
Local Government emergency management challenges and strengths at this point in time.
This information will be used to further consolidate the perspective of the sector, as well as
ensuring that all regions of Western Australia have their views captured.
The survey will remain open until Monday, 28 October. Following collation of the survey
results, WALGA will prepare an Emergency Management Strategy to set the key priorities
for the Emergency Management Team.
The Strategy will be circulated to the Local Government sector for comment prior to
WALGA State Council endorsement.
STRETCH-THINKING TRAINING FOR EMERGENCY AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT
Researchers from the Disaster Resilience Research Group at the University of Tasmania
have received AWARE Grant funding to deliver two one-day training sessions in
partnership with WALGA, to assist Local Government recovery staff in emergency and
crisis management. Associate Professor Ben Brooks and Dr Steven Curnin from the
Disaster Resilience Research Group, University of Tasmania will deliver this targeted
capability development program, based on cognitive psychology and research in
emergency and crisis management, with a focus on recovery scenarios.
The training includes information on the fundamentals of decision-making, with a focus on
creativity and divergent thinking. Attendees will participate in two discussion exercises
focusing on recovery where participants will practice skills they have learnt during the
training. This training is aimed at Local Government Local Recovery Coordinators, and
complements WALGA’s existing Local Recovery Coordinator Training.
This is one-day training, so please register for one session only. Numbers are limited to 20
per session.
Date: Tuesday & Wednesday, 22 & 23 October
Time: 8:30am to 4:30pm
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Venue: Studio One, Level 2, Crown Perth, Burswood
Cost: FREE
AWARE OUTCOMES
The grant round recipients for All West Australians Reducing Emergencies (AWARE)
2019-20 were announced in June 2019, with $275,000 being distributed to 23 projects that
will enhance community emergency management capacity at a local or district 3 level.
Assessment was undertaken by the DEMC’s prior to consideration by a State Panel.
These projects will be delivered over the coming 2 years
The following applicants for the Metropolitan District Emergency Management area were
successful for the 2019-20 AWARE Grants:
Applicant
Project Name
City of Joondalup
Recovery and Emergency Management Training
DFES WA
High Level State Exercise - Subterranean Environments/Structural
WA Police
Exercise Arena
City of Belmont
Local Recovery Coordinator Training
City of Belmont
Local Level Risk Workshop
Bushfire and Natural Building capacity in effective decision making for natural hazard
Hazards
CRC
emergencies within local government
City of Mandurah
I.G.N.I.T.E
City of Wanneroo
Local Emergency Recovery Roles & Responsibilities Training
Fiona Stanley Hospital
Rottnest Ferry Disaster
Fiona Stanley Hospital
Exercise SMP
Metropolitan DEMCs
Exercise Heatwave (28 November 2019)
2019 SEMC MEETING SCHEDULE
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 December 2019
06 March 2020
08 May 2020
14 August 2020
09 October 2020
04 December 2020

The SEMC approved meeting dates for 2020. It was endorsed that, as much as practical,
Subcommittees, Reference Groups, DEMC and LEMC schedule meetings to align with
SEMC meetings to ensure up-to-date and relevant information is provided. This alignment
will facilitate a greater flow of information and ensure that DEMC, Subcommittee and
Reference Group summaries provide maximum value.
Recommended meeting dates across all committees.
District Emergency Management Advisor
Metropolitan Operations
Department of Fire and Emergency Services·
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